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be made locally either in some Department or by local manufacturers both from point of economy and indigenous enterprise. With a view to give further encouragement to local enterprises long term contracts were also given in some cases. Thus a three year's contract for manufacture and supply of envelopes by opening a local envelope factory and another five year's contract for manufacture and supply of pen-holders, paper weights &c. have been settled.
The Committee is also in touch with many local, Indian and foreign firms. They keep a register of firms and about 500 firms have till now registered their names.
A Repair Section which has been formed and attached to the Committee attends to the repair and reconditioning of costly and delicate instruments such as telescopes, theodo-lities, &c. The value of the articles repaired during tne last one year amounted to more than Rs. 12,000. In addition to repair, this Section also attends to manufacture of lenses, film cassettes, film hangers. It will thus be seen that a good impetus has been given to local enterprise.
Medical Relief
The long established policy of the Travancore Government has been to see that proper medical aid is placed within the reach of all classes. Free medical aid and free supply of medicines have been available to the public for the past 13 decades in all medical institutions maintained by Government. This generosity originated from a gracious woman ruler of the State, Her Highness Rani Gouri Lakshmi Bayi (1810-1814).
The total number of Government Medical Institutions in the State during 1115 M. E. was 89, 32 Hospitals and 57 Dispensaries. To supplement the activities of the Government agency in this direction a regular system of medical grant-in-aid is also in force under which there are nine Hospitals and 12 Dispensaries. Besides these there are two temporary Government Dispensaries and 10 full-time Malaria Dispen-saries.